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Department of Human Resources

311 West Saratoga Street 

Baltimore MD  21201
FIA ACTION  TRANSMITTAL

  

Control Number:  99-09

Effective Date:  October 1, 1998


Issuance Date:  September 1, 1998

TO:

DIRECTORS, LOCAL DEPARTMENTS OF SOCIAL SERVICES

DEPUTY/ASSISTANT DIRECTORS FOR FAMILY INVESTMENT

FAMILY INVESTMENT SUPERVISORS

FROM:
LYNDA FOX, DEPUTY SECRETARY FOR PROGRAMS AND LOCAL OPERATIONS

RE:

TEMPORARY CASH ASSISTANCE AND FOOD STAMP MASS CHANGE - OCTOBER 1998

PROGRAM AFFECTED:
TEMPORARY CASH ASSISTANCE and FOOD STAMPS

ORIGINATING OFFICE:
OFFICE OF POLICY, RESEARCH AND SYSTEMS

SUMMARY:

Each October, the United States Department of Agriculture publishes a new Thrifty Food Plan (TFP) on which food stamp program allotments are based.  Effective October 1, 1998, the net and gross monthly income standards will increase.  The maximum food stamp allotments and excess shelter deduction will also increase.  The standard deduction and homeless shelter allowance are unchanged. 

The Welfare Innovation Act of 1996 requires that the total of Temporary Cash Assistance and Food Stamps be at least 61% of the established Minimum Living Level. The established minimum living level for State Fiscal Year 1998 is $1,194 for a family of three.  On October 1, 1998 a 2.8 percent payment increase for Temporary Cash Assistance applicants and recipients will go into effect.  The key dates for actions related to the benefit increase for this program are noted below.

ACTION REQUIRED:

The mass change will run September 12, 1998.  Customer notices for increases or decreases will be generated at the time of mass change.  All grant changes, the $275 shelter cap for Food Stamps, and new recoupment amounts require no action by the case manager.  The only exceptions are recoupment cases where the payment plan source is grant reduction (GR) or court order (CO).   These cases must be updated manually.  A report identifying these cases will be distributed. 

I.
TCA
· Implementation of the 2.8% Payment Increase
1.  Apply the increased payment amounts effective October 1, 1998.  See Attachment. 

2. Use the new payment amounts for financial eligibility decisions that are made in September for October grants.  This includes reconsiderations, interim changes, and recoupment cases.

II.
FOOD STAMP PROGRAM

· The Food Stamp program excess shelter cap increases to $275.  Many food stamp allotment amounts will be reduced as a result of the increase in PA grants.
· The standard deduction will remain at $134.

· The homeless shelter allowance will remain at $143.  Households in which all members are homeless but are not receiving free shelter are entitled to the standard homeless shelter allowance of $143.  Allow actual shelter expenses, instead of the homeless shelter allowance, if the actual shelter costs would be higher under the excess shelter calculation.The changes to the income standards include the following revisions to be effective October 1, 1998:









Monthly Income 
Maximum



Maximum Gross
Maximum Net
Elderly/Disabled
Allotment 



Monthly Income*
Monthly Income*
Separate HH*
Thrifty



130% of Poverty
100% 0f Poverty
165% of Poverty
Food Plan


HH


Size
Column A

Column B

Column C

Column D


1
$ 873


$ 671


$1,107

$ 125

2
1,176


   905


  1,492

   230

3
1,479


 1,138


  1,877

   329

4
1,783


 1,371


  2,262

   419

5
2,086


 1,605


  2,647

   497

6
2,389


 1,838


  3,032

   597

7
2,693


 2,071


  3,417

   659

8
2,996


 2,305


  3,802

   754

Each 

Additional


Member + 304 

+234


 +385


   +94

* Maximum gross and net monthly income figures are not used for computing the food stamp allotment. They are included as a reference for determining the household’s eligibility. 

III.
ATTACHMENTS AND INSTRUCTIONS

· The FIP Schedule, Schedule R and Schedule X have been attached for your information.

· Basis of Issuance Tables and revised food stamp manual pages are attached.  Please replace previous Tables and manual pages with these attachments.

ACTION DUE DATE:  October 1, 1998. 

INQUIRIES:  Please direct inquiries to Cynthia Davis at (410) 767-7495 or Steve Sturgill at (410) 767-7733. 
Attachments:
FIP Schedule



Schedule R



Schedule X



Food Stamp Manual Section 600 Pages 1 & 2



Basis of Issuance Tables

cc:
FIA Management Staff


Constituent Services


Help Desk


CTF

DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN RESOURCES

FAMILY INVESTMENT ADMINISTRATION
FOOD STAMP MANUAL

STANDARDS FOR INCOME AND

DEDUCTIONS
Section 600
Page 1

STANDARDS FOR ELIGIBILITY AND MAXIMUM ALLOTMENTS

A. The standards for the following appear in Section 600, page 2.

(1) Column A - Maximum Gross Monthly Income Standards (130% of poverty)

(2) Column B - Maximum Net Monthly Income Standards (100%  of poverty)

(3) Column C - Maximum Gross Income Standard for Elderly and Disabled Separate Household (165% of poverty)

(4) Column D - Thrifty Food Plan/Maximum Allotment

B. Standards (1), (2), and (3) are used to determine household eligibility and not for 

computing allotments.

FORMULA CALCULATION

Multiply the household’s net monthly income by 30%.  Round the product up to the next whole dollar if any cents result.  Subtract the product from the maximum allotment amount for the household size found in Column D, Section 600.  In an initial month, if the allotment is less than $10, no benefit is issued.  Except in an initial month, all eligible one and two person households must be issued the minimum allotment of $10.

DEDUCTION STANDARDS

The following are the deduction standards per household unless otherwise noted:

Standard Deduction--------------------------------------------------------------$134

Excess Shelter Deduction*-----------------------------------------------up to $275

Homeless Household Shelter Allowance-------------------------------------$143

Dependent Care (child or elderly or disabled adult)

For each dependent child under age 2
-----------------------------------up to $200

For each dependent child over age 2------------------------------------ up to $175

Standard Utility Allowance (SUA)---------------------------------------------$183

Limited Utility Allowance (LUA)----------------------------------------------$110

Telephone Standard---------------------------------------------------------------$  20

*    The excess shelter cap does not apply to households with an aged or disabled member.  

These households receive an uncapped shelter deduction. 

DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN RESOURCES

FAMILY INVESTMENT ADMINISTRATION
FOOD STAMP MANUAL

STANDARDS FOR INCOME AND DEDUCTIONS
Section 600
Page 2

To determine a household’s monthly food stamp allotment using the Basis of Issuance Tables:

· Calculate the household’s net monthly income.

· Compare the household’s net monthly income to the maximum net monthly income standard,  Column B below.  Households that are not categorically eligible for food stamps will have net monthly incomes that are lower than or equal to the amounts shown in Column B.

· Find the allotment by reading in the Basis of Issuance Tables, down to the appropriate income and across to the appropriate household size.

· A household that is categorically eligible is entitled to any allotment shown in the appropriate column on the tables.  Persons in household sizes of one or two and categorically eligible are eligible for a benefit of $10, even if the tables do not show a benefit amount at their net income levels.








Monthly Income
Maximum


Maximum Gross
Maximum Net

Elderly/Disabled
Allotment


Monthly Income*
Monthly Income
Separate HH*

Thrifty


130% of Poverty
100% of Poverty
165% 0f Poverty
Food Plan

HH

Size
Column A

Column B

Column C

Column D

1
$ 873


$  671


$1,107


$125

2
1,176


    905


  1,492


  230

3
1,479


 1,138


  1,877


  329

4
1,783


 1,371


  2,262


  419

5
2,086


 1,605


  2,647


  497

6
2,389


 1,838


  3,032


  597

7
2,693


 2,071


  3,417


  659

8
2,996


 2,305


  3,802


  754

Each 

Additional 

Member +304


  +234


   +385


  +94

*Maximum gross and net monthly income figures are not used for computing the food stamp allotment.  They are included as a reference for determining the household’s eligibility.
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